Dear Sir,?Allow me to direct your attention to a paragraph in your March number, page 814, in a review of Dr Duncan's " Papers on the Female Perineum," in which the word "shocked" seems a little out of place, unless the reviewer means to say that each of those he refers to has been telling a falsehood. The following is the paragraph :?" After finding the frequency of perinseal rupture so incontestably established by careful observation, one is shocked to hear it stated by obstetricians of many years experience, that notwithstanding very frequent operative interference by them, they never met with a tear of the peringeum in a life-time."
At page 845 of the same number of your Journal, there is a report of the meeting of the Obstetrical Society, at which I mentioned a case of stricture of the rectum which occurred after a severe labour many years since, in which it is said, " On examination the vagina and rectum were found completely laid into one, and the stricture could be felt posteriorly, like a second os uteri. Dr Hamilton repeated, that in his whole practice he had never had a case in which the skin of the perinseum was injured," etc. That practice has extended from 1833 to the present time, and I have again here to repeat that I have never known of the skin of the perinajum being injured in any case under my own care. I may add, that I have never heard any of these patients complain in the least of any such injury; and I have never in these either myself had to operate for the relief of such injuries, or have heard of others having done so. Hoping this will not " shock," but rather, for the sake of " womankind," please the reviewer, I am, yours, etc.
G. Hamilton, M.D.
